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"11\'0m,~jor problems are associated with cah"ing heifers at :!4 months of age: (I)
the large number of heifers requiring assistance and (:!) poor rebreeding per-
Ii)rmance. Research has shown that these problems Gm be greatl\" reduced by
dehl\"ing cah'ing until the heifers are :~(j months of age. Howe\"er. it is \'ery
diflicult. on an economic basis. to justif\" dela\"ing the onset of a heifer's produc-
tiw life b\" a \"ear. Cah'ing at :HJ months of age ma\' reduce the problems
associated with earlier cah"ing and also be economically feasible. but there has
been \"er\" little research conducted to date on cah"ing at this age.

This stud\" \\"as initiated at the Soutll\l"estern Li\"estock and Forage Research
Station. EI Reno (Fort Reno) in the EIII of 1!J7!) and will continue until December

31. I!)H,t The objen i\'es are : 1) to compare the reprod uni\"e perfeJl'lllance of
heifers cah'ing at :HJ months of age \\"ith heifers fed at a high le\"el of \\"inter
supplemental feeding of protein and energ\" and cal\'ing in the spring at :!4
months of age: and :!) to determine the effects of a low and moderate le\'eI of
winter supplemental leeding on the growth. de\'e!opment and reproducti\'e
perfeJrlllance of heifers cah"ing in the spring at :HJ mont hs of age. Reproducti\'e
perfeJl'lllance traits being mcasured include breeding per(eJrlllance as heifers.
incidence and magnitude of cah'ing dillicuities and rebreeding performance
following their lirst cah'ing.

The heifers being wilized in this stud\' are produced in experimental cow
herds at the Lake Carl Blackwell Range Area. The totallHlmbel' of heifers that
are ,I\'ailable to be placed on experiment in a gi\'en \"ear is limited. Therele)re. in
order to obtain sullicient numbers of heifers leJl' the results to be meaningful. the
stll(h' will consist of three replications. Three groups of \\'caner and \'earling
heifers were obtained in the falls of 1!17!J. I!)HOand I!JHI. The\" \\"ill remain in the

stud\' until the\' \\"ean their lirst call'. \\'hen the third replicate "iscompleted in the
fall of 1!lH:~.the results le)r all three replicates will be combined. anahzed and
published.

The heifers of replicate I cah"ed during spring. 19HI. weaned their cah'es last
fall. tllllS completing replicate I. Heilers of replicate:! obtained in the EIII of
I!JHO.were bred during a (jO-c!;1\ period beginning ~Ia\' . I!JHI.and will cahe in
spring. I!)H:!, Ileilers of replicate ,~ were placed on trail n :\O\"ember. I!IHI. and
will be bred in spring. I!IH:!.
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