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Story in Brief

Performance data were collected on 1183 Angus, 519 Hereford and 601
Polled Hereford bulls completing a 140-day test at Oklahoma Beef, Inc. from
1981 to 1987. On-test weight, hip height and scrotal circumference were
collected on all bulls. Off-test measurements of weight, hip height and
scrotal circumference, as well as ribeye area and rib fat as measured by
scanogram, were obtained. The objective of the study was to determine
relationships among measurements of growth and other performance traits
of bulls tested in a central bull test station. In addition, performance records
on 448 bulls tested and sold at Oklahoma Beef, Inc. from 1983 to 1987 were
used to determine the influence of performance measurements on the selling
price of performance tested bulls. On-test height and on-test weight were
strongly correlated to off-test height and weight. However, average daily gain
during test was poorly correlated with on-test height or weight. Ribeye area
was strongly correlated to all weight traits, but fat thickness was poorly
correlated to all traits. In each breed, off-test weight and off-test height were
the highest correlated traits with selling prices. Less than 40% of the

variation in selling price was accounted for by performance criteria.
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Introduction

In order to increase herd productivity, and hopefully, profitability, cattle
producers need to emphasize economically important traits (fertility, growth,
maternal traits and carcass merit) in their selection programs. Since sire
selection is responsible for most of the genetic improvement in a particular
herd, sound choices of potential herd sires are of utmost importance.
Evaluation and comparison of bulls from a variety of breeders managed in
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