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the trial, each pen was randomly assigned to one of three groups (4 pens per group). Each group 
was fed to a different target bunk score over three periods. An adaptation period of 10 days was 
implemented for each period prior to four days of data collection.  During the data collection phase, 
all feed bunks were read by a single observer at 4 p.m., 10 p.m., 2 a.m., and 6:30 a.m. the next 
morning.  These researchers reported that overall, at the 6:30 a.m. bunk reading, the slick bunk 
steers had a score of 0 51% of the time, a score of ½ 49% of the time, and a score of 1 0.05% of the 
time.   
 
These authors reported that daily DMI for steers fed to a target score of 0 (21.5 lb) was lower (P < 
0.05) than that for steers fed to a target score of ½ (22.9 lb), which was lower (P < 0.01) than that for 
steers fed to a target score of 1 (24.7 lb).  It was noted that the majority of treatment differences in 
DMI may have been due to differences in feed disappearance from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. and apparently 
not due to disappearance differences from 10 p.m. to 6:30 a.m.  Even though adequate feed was 
available in all bunks from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. to support similar DMI during this time period for all 
treatments, steers fed to a target score of 0 consumed less feed (15.4 lb) during the day (7 a.m. to 4 
p.m.) than did steers fed to a target score of ½ (16.7 lb; P < 0.001), which consumed less feed from 
delivery through 4 p.m. than did steers fed to a target score of 1 (17.4 lb; P < 0.01).  In conclusion, 
these data suggest that slick bunk management systems may severely restrict DMI in feedlot steers, 
thus reducing feedlot performance.  In addition, slick bunk management systems may alter feed 
consumption patterns.  
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